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THE PROTESTANT CHURCH IN FRANCE. 


Whatever has relation to Christianity— 
whatever of event happens, going to show an 
approximation on the part of the human fa- 
mily towards that meridian day of righteous- 
ness when “ the knowledge of the Lord shali 
cover the earth as the waters do the sea,” 
cannot be of indifferent importance to the re- 
ligious mind. 

In looking over the present state of society 
there is to be seen a fearful exhibition of 
wickedness; a huge mass of error and a spi- 
rit of thoughtlessness, calculated to invest 
the contemplative Christian with discourage- 
ment and distress. But a “ Foundation has 
been laid in Zion which can never be re- 
moved,” the church is being built upon it; 
and however to the short seeing eye of man 
the progress of its structure may appear to 
be but little or none at all, there is every 
solid reason confidently to believe that the 
* little stone” which Daniel saw “cut out of 
the mountain without hands, will yet become 
a great mountain and fill the whole earth.” 
A “little stone,” indeed, did Christianity re- 
semble in its beginning. A BABE IS BORN 
aT Berutenem, describes the commencc- 
ment of that dispensation of religion under 
which we live, and which very soon after its 
nativity began to realize the above prophecy 
of Daniel concerning it; for a few illiterate 
fishermen of Gallilee being called to a nobler 
occupation—a Simon and an Andrew being 
invited to leave their nets and become fishers 
of men—Christianity soon spread over the 
kingdom of Judea. From thence was its do- 
minion amplified until Jews and Gentiles 
alike avowed its principles and acknowledged 
its government, ‘‘ kings becoming its nursing 
fathers, and queens its nursing mothers.” 
From that period down to the present, we 
believe that Christianity has been verging 
towards its final glorious consummation. In- 
terrupted it may have been, but however far 
into the wilderness the church may have been 
forced to flee, it sustained a struggle against 
its enemies, and is kept alive, alive unto this 
day. “Prophecy” fortells the final extension 
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of Messiah’s kingdom over the whole world, | and every declining step which it takes is so 
and its progress up to this point of time, and| much further reason for us to anticipate its 


the prospects of its further progress, which 
under all the discouraging appearances that 
now attend it are still discernible, afford suf- 
ficient room for the conclusion that “ Pro- 
phecy” will be fulfilled. As the circle-wave 


jon the bosom of the lake caused by the drop- 


ping of a pebble, expands and expands until 
it reaches the shore; so the doctrines and 
precepts, and virtues of the gospel must go | 
on to spread, until, in the expressive language | 
of Cowper, 
“ One song employs all nations, and all cry 
Worthy the Lamb, for he was slain for us.” 

We trust these observations will not be 
deemed irrelevant to our subject, or an inap- 
propriate introduction to the matter intended | 
to be presented to our readers on the state of 
the protestant church in France: the particu- 
lars of which are chiefly derived from some 
numbers of Blackwood’s Magazine of 1835, 
and for the most part exhibited in the lan- 
guage of that periodical. 

There can be no question that the reforma- 
tion by Luther was a momentously good, and 
expedient work. The spiritual condition of 
Christendom at that period was deplorable 
indeed. Darkness had in truth covered the 
earth ; and gross darkness the people. Pride, 
and avarice, and ambition, composed the power 
that ruled; and ignorance, and credulity, and 
superstition, the subjects that formed the pro- 
fessed Christian church. Never was it per- 
haps in greater need of purgation. The 
efforts of Luther, and other reformers, were 


blessed by the Divine Hand. Antichrist gave | 


way before the march of correct principle. 


universal reign. 

The state of religious society in France, as 
recently developed, furnishes cheering indica- 
tions of such a decline, and not only so, but 
from its improving aspect contributes to en- 
liven the solicitudes of the Christian. 

In presenting to our readers some informa- 
tion on this interesting point, it may be pro- 
per in the first place to cbserve that, prior to 
the year 1787 (comparatively a short period), 
the condition of the protestants in France was 
most pitiable—affording a picture “ no less of 
suffering on their part, than of tyranny on the 
part of their rulers.”” Protestantism was, in 
fact, blotted out of existence as far as the 
law could do it in that kingdom. The re- 
formed were without churches, without re- 
cognised* pastors, without the legal rights of 
sepulture, or marriage, or any other civil 
rights whatever. ‘They were a scattered and 
a hunted flock, and could only worship God, 
as they expressed it, in the desert. In some 
wild tracts of the Cevennes and some gorges 
of the lower Alps, almost inaccessible to a 
cruel police which made them its prey, they 
still continued, in defiance of danger, and at 
every imaginable risk and sacrifice, to as- 
semble together from time to time for the 
purposes of worship. Their pastors few, 
poor and obscure, but devoted men, whose 
names have not yet been recorded on the 
earth, traversed these regions, incurring 
truly apostolic hardships, and at intervals, 
months apart, celebrated the “ sacrament” in 
rocks, and caves, and dens of the earth, and 
exhorted to Christian virtue and patience 


Popery, with its consequent evils, received a} those who flocked together by stealth to hear 
blow, the effect of which upon it has been aj} them, and returned to their own homes in a 
continued and “ continual consumption.” And | like clandestine manner. This state of things 
this must ever be a source of pious satisfac-| lasted more than half a century. The vene- 
tion to the truly considerate mind; because, | rable Malesherbes,t whose green old age pre- 
although within the bosom of the Romish | served all the warmth, and more than the 
church there have been, and may still be, | enthusiastic benevolence of youth, was the 
some individuals who are to be ranked as| first whose voice was heard in favour of the 
real “ members of the household of faith,” | persecuted race. Rublieres followed his no- 
yet popery itself is incompatible with genuine | ble example, and presented a petition im their 
Christianity. A system which allows one} behalf to king Louis XVI., the effect of which, 
fallible mortal (he may be good or wicked) | together with similar appeals from other quar- 
to assume to himself the character of vice-| ters, was the passage of an edict by that mo- 





gerent of Christ on earth; and not only al- 
lows it, but makes it as it were its foundation 
doctrine, is one so utterly repugnant to that 
gospel which teaches humility and the ‘ sub- 
mitting ourselves one unto another in the fear 
of God,” that it cannot be other than a mat- 
ter of serious congratulation to all who love 
the truth, that it has been given over to a 
certain and complete destruction. In propor- 


narch restoring them to the civil rights of mar- 
riage and baptism. ‘ There might be seen,” 
says Rabaut, a protestant writer under the 
empire, “the reformed hurrying in crowds 
to the judges to have their marriages and the 
births of their children registered. In many 
provinces, the judges were obliged to go 
themselves to the different communes of ther 
jurisdiction to prevent the assembling of such 


tion as it gives way, one obstacle to the pro- 


gress of Messiah’s kingdom is being removed;} * That is by law. + Aneminent French statesman. 
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great crowds, and to spare protestant families | been of no small magnitude. “ Fifteen, ay, | couple who may come to be married—so 
the expense of long journeys. In many cases, |or ten years ago, to write of Luther with a| that no protestant family may be without a 
old men registered their marriages with those | view to drawing attention towards his cha-| household Bible, endeared to them by the 
of their children and their grandchildren.” lracter and doctrine, would have been consi-| most sacred and touching event of their lives, 
“Subsequent to this act the national as- | de red as a proof of imbecility or bigotry (so|and being as it were a witness for good or 
sembly at the commencement of the French! low had religion sunk in France); but now | for evil, either for or against them through- 
revolution admitted the protestants to the|our great reformer is a favourite in the salons\out their after career. This is very good, 
full rights of citizens in all respects ; but this| of Paris, and his memory the object of affec-| but it is quite French ; even religion must be 
availed them nothing, for the ‘ Reign of) tionate admiration to men, all of whose ante-| made sentimental. 'T he first mentioned Bible 
Terror’ followed, and they were included in| cedent thoughts and sy mpathies have been} society has 451 branch societies scattered 

the persecutions which at that bloody period purely infidel. This surely is a sign of the ‘throughout the country.” 
hunted out of the land every thing which bore times. The writers of the daily press too} “© The Religious Tract Society is another 
the name of religion. To Napoleon Bona- | are beginning to perceive that civil liberty is | association which has done immense good 
parte solely belongs the merit of having re- | inseparably connected with the doctrines of! ,among the humbler classes in France. It 
established firmly the protestant worship in|} the reformed creed; and one meets with ar-|has been established twelve years. It has 
France. He took them under his especial | ticles on that subje ct in certain journals, | distributed since its origin 3,417,895 tracts, 
and its last year’s emission of these little 





favour; and on one occasion made use of the | which, considering where they are found, are j 
following striking declaration on the subject | las strange and startling as the y are gratify-| publications amounted in number to 539,489. 
of religious tolerance—a declaration which | ing. In brief, there are observable many in- | It had, in the year 1828, fifty-nine depots, but 
serves ‘to cast a ray of sunshine over the dark | dications of an approaching set in the French | since that time these have much increased.” 
features of his gene ral character. ‘I take | mind towards Christianity.” | Besides all this there exists another reli- 
this opportunity,’ said he, ‘of declaring to We cannot but deem the above particulars | gious institution called the “French Evan- 
the pastors of the reformed churches, my lof a highly interesting and encouraging na- | gelical Society. ” « This society is yet young, 
firm determination and will to maintain reli- | ture to the thoughtful reader. If the ‘lapse | having been established only two years ago. 
gious liberty to its fullest extent. ‘The on i popery into nonexistence, and the over- | \Its object is to send missionaries, who bear 
pire of law ceases where the empire of con- | throw of infidelity, be events connected with the humble name of colporteurs (hawkers or 
science commences. Neither princes nor ra the march of Messiah’s kingdom to its per-| venders), into specified districts, there to sell 
can regulate the latter. And if any of my fect day, and if this march be a matter of} Bibles, ‘Testaments, and tracts,” and perform 
family ‘who may succeed me, de ceived by the | solicitude to us, we shall be able to derive! other labours esteemed by the society to be 
dictates of an unenlightened conscience, should | }encouragement from the persuasion that in| conducive to the religious interests of the 
attempt to do so, I devote him to public exe cra- | the populous nation of France there is an| people. 
tion and authorize you to give him the name | evident bearing towards such an end. This| “There are in Paris,” continues Black- 
of Nero.’” will further appear from what follows. wood, “five protestant churches, or rather 
The population of France, in 1835, could! Of late years several religious societies | places of worship. Some of these are merely 
not have been short of 33,000,000, of which | have sprung up in that country. ‘The ear-|large rooms in which a minister preaches 
number, from one to two million only are | liest of these is the Protestant Bible Society | twice or thrice a week. The congregations 
estimated as of the protestant belief; the ba-| of Paris. It was established in 1818, and has | are mostly composed of poor people ; and we 
lance being, it may be supposed, nearly all | circulated since that date to the present time | will venture to assert that no fine lady ever 
catholics. The reader will at once perceive | (1835) 73,151 Bibles, and 91,229 New Teste .| entered among one of them for the purpose 
here a vast disproportion in favour of popery ; ments. Its emission of Bibles durin: z the last|of showing off her fashionable bonnet, or 
and when we take into account the aptness,| year amounted to 2,602, and of Testaments | young damsel for the sake of being ogled at 
we might perhaps say the incumbent obliga-\to 5,372.” This society adopted the plan of | | by admirers—a circumstance Richardson 
tion of its priests, &c. to do nothing against | circulating the Scriptures containing the | dwells so fondly on in the Rambler. These 
it, but every thing for it, we shall be ah Apocrypha,” on which account it was con- ' plac es of worship, in fact, are never fre- 
prised to hear that “ Monsieur Michelet who! sidered advisable by some to institute a new|quented for form's sake. ‘The major part of 
has succeeded Monsieur Guizot as historical | one in addition; which was not only to issue | those who usually attend are the flock—a 
iecturer at the Sorbonne, (a celebrated Romish the Scriptures without the apocryphal books,| word which has almost lost its original reli- 
theological seminary at Paris,) has delivered |“ but was to take a wider and freer range of} gious signification among us. By their flocks, 
lectures touching the reformation, taking so| action than its predecessor enjoyed.” This| the pastors are totally engrossed. Often they 
favourable a view of the characters of the re- | establishment was called the French and Fo- | jare up three or four nights i in a week to ad- 
formers that the archbishop of Paris com-jreign Bible Society. “We have,” says| minister consolation and support to the sick ; 
plained that they were calculated to promote | Blackwood, “its second report now before|and the warmth of affection which prevails 
heresy, and interfered that they might be|us, by which it appears that during the last | mutually among the members of the little 
put a stop to. Monsieur St. Marc Girardin,* | year it distributed 1,527 Bibles, and 5, 499 | churches we have seen, recalls delightfully 
has also lectured in the same sense, so truly | New Testaments. The report mentions the | to our mind the primitive times of Chris- 
in the spirit of the reformed faith that ex-| gratifying fact that the directors of normal |tianity.’ 
tracts from his lectures have been published schools founded by the government have ap-| Tullins is a town about four leagues dis- 
in all the Christian journals of France. Both} plied in many instances for Bibles and Testa-|tant from Grenoble. “It has a population 
of these individuals are engaged at present in| ments for their catholic pupils. The préfets and | amounting to about four thousand inhabit- 
works relative to the reformation. Monsieur | souspréfets of various communes ‘nd depart: | ants. Three years ago every inhabitant of 
Michelet has lately published memoirs of| | ments have also made similar demands for | this spot was a Roman catholic. At about 
Luther—a work that has created great sensa- | primary schools, and have on m: ny occasions | | that time a missionary was sent there by the 
tion at Paris, and is popular beyond any book | invited the society to send a Bible to every | continental society. He was, however, so ill 


that has appeared for a long time.” This public and circulating library in their dis- | received that no one would allow his house 
expression of Blackwood is designed, we sup-|tricts. The report mentions too another fact,|to preach in. He was obliged to hold his 
pose, to apply chiefly to that portion of the | which if it shows the deplorable Biblical igno- | first meetings in a wine cellar. At present 


inhabitants of the metropolis who have been|rance which has hitherto prevailed, shows | there is in the town one of the most remark- 

accustomed to range themselves on the side} likewise the zeal which is abroad to remove | able protestant churches of France.” 

of infidelity ; a party one would fear that has} it, viz: the governing committee of the S0- | The writer in Blackwood, from whom we 

ciety has come to the resolution that every| have been quoting, fell in with two colpor- 
*A lecturer in the Sorbonne, and editor of the} Pastor shall in future present at the altar a|feurs, who had been engaged in traversing the 

“ Journal Des Debats.” copy of the Holy Scriptures to every young) range of mountain country between Grenoble 
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and Tullins, selling New ‘Testaments and} in the Haymarket, London. His father was | 
tracts. They related “ their adventures dur-|a man very generally beloved and esteemed | 
ing the last week. Every where they had | | by those who knew him: he joined the So- 
been well received and in some villages with | | ciety of Friends from a deeply proved and 
the utmost cordiality. Sometimes in the | heartfelt convinceme nt, and was raised up to| 
places where they lodged the people of the | be a lively, baptising minister among them, 
house refused to take any thing for their en-| his soul glowing with love and good- will to 
tertainment. They observed, that several | the whole human family. His son Edward, 

families had re sceived the gospel with so much | afler receiving a useful education at Ack- 

avidity that they (the colporteurs) were | | worth, ¢ ‘irencester, and Hitchin, was brought 
hardly suffered to retire to rest, but when- | up to the same concern, and on his father’s 
ever the y proposed to do so, were asked to} death in 1822, took the management of it. 
read one chapter more out of the New Testa-| From his youth he was of an ardent, gene- 

ment, and continue their conversations. These rous turn of mind. After he left school, much | 
colporteurs are described as being invariably | of the time he could glean from business was 
persons of the humblest rank in life. The | devote 2d to intellectual pursuits, rising early | 
two above mentioned were one a disbanded | and sitting up late, that he might pursue his | 
soldier, and the other a wheelwright. It is| favourite ~ studies ; and as he advanced to 
a very good sign, says Blackwood, that | manhood, he availed himself of all occasions 
there are so many men of this class of life, | of mixing in the company of literary men, 
so unequivocally pious and well conducted, | and of cultivating a taste for the fine arts and | 
that they can be sent in couples almost over | for works of the imagination. He was blessed | 
every tract of [South, and many in North]| with good natural abilities, and his aspiring | 
France on a mission which requires so much | spirit aimed at intellectual excellence; so| 
temper and prudence.” that, had his education been more enlarged, 

We have seldom perused any thing which|and his opportunities favoured it, there is | 
has furnished us with more entertainme nt | some probability he might have pushed his| 
than many parts of the articles from which | way far up among the hills of literature and of | 
the before-going information is compiled, and | science. But the Lord, his Master, the right- 
we would gladly transfer a portion of them | ful orderer of our allotments here, designe sd | 
to the columns of “The Friend.” It may | otherwise for him. Inviting him into his vine- | 
suffice, however, at this time to mention, that | yard, he assigned him his every-day work ; he | 
from them we learn that protestantism is | furnished him with implements, and skill, and | 
strikingly on the increase among the inhabit- | | strength to use them for his own service and 
ants of France; that within a few years a| glory; and when he saw meet, the same 

yeculiar impulse appears to have bent the| overruling hand cut short the work in righte- | 
Sak mind towards something of genuine | ousness, with a “ Well done, good and faith- | 
Christianity ; ; and that in almost all parts of | ‘ful servant, thou hast been faithful ina Se w | 
the kingdom symptoms of a revived religious | things, I will make thee ruler over more ; 
feeling may at present be discovered. B. | enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” Thus | 
ithe we may believe he is crowne -d with unfading 
Se ed laurels, infinitely beyond the utmost of this 

world’s distinctions. 

Whatever may have been Edward’s occa- 
sional religious impressions in early life, it) 
Many of the genuine Christian virtues are | does not appear that he had then yielded his | 
of a silent, unobtrusive character, and shine | 
forth with a mellow light in the lives of those 
whose names are little known to the world. 
But the contemplation of such characters is 
sometimes more deeply instructive than that 
of those whose course has been more closely 
connected with the bustle and business of 
public life. John Barclay, the author of a 
work on the early history of Friends in the 
North of Scotland, from which copious ex- 


For “ The Friend.” 
MEMOIR OF EDWARD SMITH, 
LATE OF LONDON. 


heart to the operation of Divine grace, and | 
accordingly the restraints of a guarded edu- 
cation were very irksome to him; these, how- 
ever, were remarkably the means of his pre- 


those various engines of Satan, which every 
where beset the path of the youthful and inex- 
perienced settler in London, but more espe- 
cially at the West End. 


eee 


'which his Lord and Master 


rally diffident and retiring. 





| the other hand, sensible of his own frailty, he 
| was ever disposed to put a favourable con- 
It was not till about the | struction on the misconduct or mistaken views 


ihe ever ret tained, through life, a very quick 
relish for such pursuits | as were not incom- 
patible with, or did not divert the mind from 
a close attention to the one thing needful. 


| Among these, the contemplation of the beau- 


ties oft natural scenery ever formed a favourite 
source of purest pleasure ; and he would often, 


even latterly, recur to such seasons, and espe- 


cially to a tour of the lakes which he took on 
foot when about twenty-five years of age, as 
to an opportunity of unmingled and profitable 
enjoyment. 

In 1829, he married Eliza, daughter of 
| dean »ph Fry Gundry, of Calne: and as a little 
‘hopeful family grew around him, and his out- 
'ward comforts increased, he gratefully esti- 
mated these blessings, without unduly setting 
his heart upon them ; it being his le ading de- 
sire to know and perform those services 
required at his 
hands. In these he was diligent, and for the 
sake of them he was willing to relinquish the 
endearments of domestic life. 

He was always remarkable for integrity 


|and uprightness ‘of character ; ; and as he con- 


tinued above all things concerned to follow 
the Lord Jesus, the Light of the world, and 
to bring all in him to the judgment of this 
| “* true “Light,” and by manifestation of the 
truth to commend himself to every man’s 
| conscience in the sight of God, thus endea- 
vouring to work out his soul’s salvation from 
day to day,—these fruits among others were 
| prominent. 

With consideravle activity of mind, now 
more and more devoted to various minor- 
looking services on behalf of others, and for 
| the sake of that blessed gospel which he had 
| thus openly and unreservedly espoused, he 
was not forward in conversation, but gene- 
Rather than in- 
duce undesirable controversy, he would be 
silent where he difilered from others; but 
when in duty bound to advocate the cause of 
| truth, he would show a wisdom and propriety, 
with a firmness as well as boldness, in which 
few exceeded him. Anxious for the welfare 
of his fellow-professors in particular, he would 
be very faithful to his feelings in admonishing 
the lukewarm, and checking with right au- 


servation, under a watchful Providence, from thority what he thought inconsistent with 


Christian simplicity and godliness. Yet, on 


tracts have appeared in * The Friend,” has 
recently become the editor of a Life of Wm. 
Dewsbury, written by his intimate and con- 


twenty-eighth year of his age, that he bowed | of others. The discipline of the cross, he had 
his neck to the yoke of Christ, giving way to| learned, was to be taken up and borne even 
the visitations of redeeming love and mercy. |in little things; and accordingly, he was re- 


genial friend, the late Edward Smith. The } tural disposition, and doubtless many were 
latter died just as he had finished the manu-| his fluctuating seasons; for, long there clung 


script, and his friend to whom he consigned} about him a certain height and hastiness of 


it for publication has prefixed to the work a temper, which gave him occasion of deep 
short memoir of the author, which beautifully, | humiliation; yet was he favoured with steadi- 
and I may say very truly, delineates the | pess to persevere in the path of self-denial and 
Christian features of his character. I have | the daily cross, being gradually led forward 
thought it might not be without instructive | and enabled increasingly to lay out his talents, 
interest if transferred to the columns of “ The} chastened and subjected as they more and 
Friend.” H. |more became, though by no means less ener- 


: _— getic than before, upon worthier objects and 
Edward Smith was born in 1787, the son of| to higher purposes, than those by which he 


Frederick Smith, for many years a chemist | had been amused or beguiled. Not but that 


There was much to be overcome in his na-| strained in his deportment and attire, as well 


as in his modes of doing business, in a way 
that must always more or less incur from the 
worldly-wise the stigma of singularity : this, 
however, “ the reproach of Christ,” with the 
pious patriarch formerly, he esteemed beyond 
great treasures; yet was furthest from the 
pharisaical spirit, which loves the praise of 
men more than the praise of God. 

In connection with this humility and sim- 
plicity of character, he was led rather to seek 
out and visit the abodes of the poor than the 
rich ; and though he might have chosen his 
| intimates from among the latter class, he 
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derived a higher satisfaction in bringing home 
to his house the friendless, forlorn, and af- 
flicted. Naturally benevolent and humane, 
this trait was in good measure regulated and 
also heightened by religious principle ; so 
that he became to such as these, according 
to his ability, a tender sympathising adviser 


he thought it right to endeavour to uphold | 
these, and to clear them from misapprehen- 
sion. In this line of usefulness several small 
pieces were published, as the fruit of his la- 
bour of love not only towards Friends, but | 
towards those of other denominations. 

In these pursuits, indeed in all his avoca- 





and comes into union with God therethrough, 
he feels the work of regeneration, of sanctifi- 
cation, of justification, of life and redemption ; 
and so comes to reap benefit inwardly, and to 
partake of the blessed fruits of all that Christ 


|did outwardly. Yea, he that is thus one with 


Christ in the spirit, cannot exclude himself, 


and helper, ever ready to impart to them |tions, especially as his unlooked-for departure |nor is excluded by God, from the advantage 


what they stood in need of; and occasionally, 
in the relief of cases of distress, would seem | 
to exceed the bounds of prudence. 

In each of the various relative duties, he 
was exemplary, but especially in endeavour- 
ing after the spiritual benefit and true happi- 
ness of all the members of his household. As 
a fond father, he entered into the amusements 
of his little ones, and with unusual facility 
adapted his conversation to their several capa- 
cities ; blending much that was edifying and 
instructive in the most inviting form. But he 
went further: he saw the great occasion there 
was, that children, even whilst very young, 
should be assisted by the example and pre- 
cept of their parents, in turning their minds 


inward to the Lord, and thus day by day | 


waiting upon Him, in the silence of all flesh 
and in a real subjection of soul, for his divine 
blessing. When gathered with his family as 
before the Lord, and a portion of Holy Scrip- 
ture had been read, he would sometimes | 
break the silence by addressing those present 
in the line of exhortation and ministry ; or in 
vocal prayer, (though rarely thus,) would 
commend his own souiwith theirs to the 
keeping of the Shepherd of Israel ; or he has, 
on such occasions, after a pause, taken aside | 
either an apprentice or a servant, and laboured | 
with them in private on their eternal interests. 
Nor has this course been without oiet. | 
These seasons, weightily and rightly con- | 
ducted, could not but be profitable to himself 
and to others; they were often remarkably 
solemn, as I have myself witnessed. 








|«« T have not given it up;” and compared him- 


drew near, he seemed actuated by a powerful | 
and continued impression of the importance of | 
time, and the necessity that was laid apon | 
him to do his day's work in the day time ; | 
and his friends almost universally recur to| 
the last opportunities of intercourse with feel- | 
ings of peculiar interest, as conveying some- 
thing more than ordinarily teaching to their 
minds. To a friend, on whom he called some 
weeks before his last illness, he expressed his 
concern for the state of our Society, and the 
great occasion he apprehended there was for 
a deep and living exercise, especially on the 
part of those who had to labour in the Lord’s 
vineyard; and then, with regard to himself | 
in this weighty matter, he conveyed some 
hint at his own discouragements, but added, 





self to Lazarus bound in grave-clothes, thus 
implying his own inability in his own time 
and way to shake off impediments and to 
come forth; yet desired the work assigned 
him might nevertheless keep pace with the 
day, and intimated that he must not be a 
slothful servant; with much more on the 
subject that lay nearest his heart, namely, 
that we might each seek after ability to pro- 
mote this, by dwelling near to the source oa 
life and light in ourselves. 





Conclusion next week. 
For “ The Friend.” 
EXTRACTS. | 
‘Tt is objected against us who are called | 
J - 


of any thing, nor every thing, Christ did in 
that body of flesh. 

“ This, indeed, is the main thing, to wit- 
ness salvation wrought out in the heart; to 
witness the eternal power and arm of the 
Lord laying hold on the soul to save it ; and 
not only laying hold of it to save it, but to 
witness the working out and the effecting of 
the salvation, as really in the substance, as 
Israel of old did in the shadow. For as they 
witnessed Moses and Joshua outwardly, so the 
true Israelite, the inward, spiritual Israelite, 
is to witness that which is the substance of 
these, even the Son of God revealed inwardly. 
Now they were not saved outwardly by a bare 
outward believing that Moses and Joshua 


|were sent of God to save them, but by fol- 


lowing them in faith and obedience to what, 
from God, they required. So to the inward 
Israel, Christ is given for a leader and com- 
mander, who appears to the distressed em- 
bondaged soul in Egypt, brings out of 
Egypt, and so leads on towards the good 
land, and into it. Now, as the soul follows, 
as the soul believes in his appearances, and 
obeys his voice in the holy pure covenant of 
life ; so he works out the redemption thereof. 
But as the unbelief and disobedience gets up, 
and the heart is hardened at any time against 
his voice and counsel, and the ear opened to 
the temptations of the enemy, the redemption 
thereby goes backward, and the distress and 
captivity return again. This is witnessed, 
known and experienced by every true traveller 
towards Zion ; therefore the main thing requi- 


Edward, with all his activity in outward |Quakers, that we deny Christ, and look not | Site, is to abide in the sense of the Redeem- 
matters, was a lover of retirement. He would|to be saved by him, as he was manifested | ers power, as also in waiting for his motions 
often for a time leave his shop and the affairs} without us, but look only to be saved by a|and appearances, and in the faith and obe- 


of business, to go aside, that he might renew | Christ in us.” 


his strength in God, and receive fresh ability 


This corresponds very nearly, if I under- | 


dience thereof.”—J. Pennington. 
No denomination of Christians are more 


for the discharge of all his duties, as in the |stand the Beacon party, with their sentiments | full believers in the doctrine of salvation by 
sight of Him who seeth not as man seeth,} respecting the ancient and modern Friends. |the Lord Jesus Christ than the Society of 


and who can frustrate all our undertakings,}They aver that we are defective in faith in| Friends. 


' 


or add that blessing to them which maketh 


the Lord Jesus, and in the redemption which | 


They have always declared that 
the remission and forgiveness of sin were 


truly rich. During these and the like deep| comes by his sufferings and death. That our | granted in virtue of the holy and most satis- 
exercises, the aspirations of his spirit were|reliance is upon the light within, and the}|tactory offermg which he voluntarily made 
not only for his own preservation and spiritual | good works which it produces. 


growth, but for the prosperity and peace of 


To the objection above stated, Isaac Pen- | 


when he laid down his life of himself upon 
the cross, without the gates of Jerusalem, for 





Zion, and the enlargement of her borders.|nington replies: ‘‘ We do indeed expect to| the sins of the whole world. That while sin- 



















His conflicts I know to have been great and|be saved, yea, and not only so, but do al- 
frequent on these accounts; and they became} ready, in our several measures, witness sal- 
more and more evident during the last few] vation by the revelation and operation of the 
months of his life, as several have observed} life of Christ within us, yet not without rela- 
and testified. Yet this did not prevent a sweet | tion to what he did without us. For all that 
and innocent cheerfulness; it being his delight, | he did in that body of flesh, was of the Fa- 
when his mind was at liberty, to unbend in| ther, and had its place and service in the will, 
social and improving conversation. and according to the council, of the Father. 

For several years previous to his death, he} But the knowledge and belief of that, since 
had devoted a considerable portion of his} the days of the apostles, hath been very much 
spare hours to writing on religious subjects, | held in the unrighteousness, and in the sepa- 
chiefly in illustration of the Christian views|ration from the inward work of the power 
and principles of the Society to which he be-j}and life of Christ in the heart; which, as so 
longed. The testimonies committed to our|held, cannot save any. But whoever feels 
worthy ancestors became so dear to him, that | the light and life of Christ revealed in him, 


ners, we are reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son, so that, in our fallen state, he 
freely offers to us the visitations of his bless- 
ed spirit, by which alone we receive true 
faith in the Lord Jesus, and experience re- 
generation and sanctification perfected in us. 
“God commendeth his love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us. Much more, then, being now justified 
by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him. For if, when we were enemies, 
we were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son, much more, being reconciled, we 
shall be saved by his life.”—Rom. y. 8, 9, 10. 
We are reconciled by his death, and saved by 








his life ; and this divine life we must know 
to be manifest in our mortal bodies, taking 
the ascendancy over every thing of a contrary 
nature, and by which we come to put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and partake of his divine 
and heavenly nature, according to the testi- 
monies of the apostles. “ Put ye on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the 
flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.”—Rom. xiii. 
14. “Grace and peace be multiplied unto 
you, of Go 

Jesus our Lord, according as his divine power 
hath given unto us all things that pertain unto 


life and godliness, through the knowledge of 


him that hath called us to glory and virtue, 
whereby are given unto us exceeding great 
and precious promises, that by these ye might 
be partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped the corruption that is in the world 
through lust.”—2 Peter i. 2, 3, 4. 

In his reply to Priest Stevens respecting 
Christ crying out upon the cross, George Fox 
bore testimony to his divinity and to the effi- 
cacy of his sufferings as an offering for the 
sins of all mankind. ‘This he fully believed 
while his mind was under deep trouble and 
anguish, and in which he was shut up with- 
out hope or faith, “ being,” he says, “ at that 
time in a measure sensible of Christ’s suffer- 
ings;” yet this belief did not give him the 
true and saving faith, nor remove the distress 
his soul was in. He still went from place to 
place, and from preacher to preacher, to ob- 
tain relief. Afterwards he says, “ When all 
my hopes in them and in all men were gone, 
so that I had nothing outwardly to help me, 
nor could tell what to do, then, oh then, I 
heard a voice which said, ‘There is one, 
even Christ Jesus, that can speak to thy con- 
dition.’ When I heard it, my heart did leap 
for joy. Then the Lord let me see why there 
was none upon the earth that could speak to 
my condition, namely, that I might give him 
all the glory. For all are concluded under 
sin, and shut up in unbelief, as 1 had been, 
that Jesus Christ might have the pre-eminence, 
who enlightens, and gives grace, faith, and 
power.” When he heard and felt the in- 
speaking word of faith, his soul was quicken- 
ed, and raised into newness of life,—and this 
resurrection power gave him living availing 
faith in the Lord Jesus; and as he continued 
obedient to the heavenly vision and visitation, 
he says, “It was opened unto me by the 
eternal light and power, and I therein clearly 
saw, that all was done, and to be done, in and 
by Christ.” Here he experimentally acknow- 
ledges that all which appertains to revelation 
is to be attributed to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
both what he had done by his sufferings and 
death, and what was to be done by him in the 
soul. And well would it be for all who strive 
to cast a shade over his Christian reputation, 
were they as well grounded in the faith of the 
gospel, as that deeply experienced servant and 
minister of Jesus Christ was. 


Potato Beer.—A professor of chemistry of Prague 
has, it is stated, succeeded in brewing a very pleasant 
beverage from potatoes. It is said to be clear as wine, 
and agreeable to the taste. 


For “ The Friend.” 
PRIMITIVE FRIENDS. 
“ Whose faith follow, considering the end of their 
| conversation : Jesus Christ the same yesterday, to day, 
|and for ever.”—Heb. xiii. 7. 


Our forefathers were a people remarkable 
|for the honest simplicity with which they re- 
|ceived and observed the commandments and 
doctrines of Holy Scripture. They did not 
go about, bewildering themselves by efforts 


through the knowledge of God and of| to ascertain the moral fitness of the principles 


and order of the gospel as plainly unfolded 
in the sacred volume ; neither darkened they 
their understandings by unnecessary reason- 
ing on the necessity, and the “ why” and the 
“wherefore” of that scheme of redemption 
‘through Jesus Christ, therein described ; but 
actuated by an ardent love of the truth in its 
| purity, and sincere in their wishes to find it, 
they went to the inspired page as to an 
oracle; and whatsoever the Holy Spirit in 
them impressed on their judgment as ‘the 


true, and plain, and wholesome meaning of 


what they read, that interpretation they em- 
braced and supported. ‘Thus they made dis- 
coveries into the meaning of written revelation, 
which were no less edifying than corrective 
and comforting, and which set at nought the 
speculations and trimming deductions of the 
theorising professors of their day, who, wise 
in the wisdom of this world only, and laborious 
in searching with head-iness the things of the 
spirit, caught not the true intent and full bear- 
ing of many of them; but mistook and mis- 
applied them, and so made for themselves a 
sort of Christianity—half Moses, half Christ. 
Thus they patched to the gospel rule of swear 
not at all, the old Jewish privilege of swear- 
ing judicially; and to the New Testament 
doctrine of love your enemies, the antichris- 
tian one of “fight in self-defence.” Nay, 
they did worse than this. They inverted the 
language of the Saviour, saying in conduct at 
least, hate them that do good to you, and 
despitefully use and persecute them that pray 
for you; for so did they to those meek spirit- 
ed and upright followers of the Lamb, who 


They made the voice within inferior to the 
voice without; setting the letter above the 
spirit, and making the record which God 
gave of his Son, viz. the Scriptures, more 


| 


being taught of the Lord, dared neither to/ by whom the Holy Scriptures were written ; 
pay them their tithes, or follow their doings. | yet I had no slight esteem for the Holy Scrip- 


rational creatures, and feeling that he had 
not left them without a “ swift witness” with- 
in, “a quick and powerful word, sharper than 
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the di- 
viding asunder of the soul and spirit,” and 
acting as “a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart,”* and knowing from 
their own experience that the “ walking in 
the Spirit,” which Paul urges to, was prac- 
tised by a careful consultation of, and a strict 
obedience to the word of Divine Grace in 
their souls ; they sought after its counsel, and 
found to their peace and edification, that it 
was a guide, capable not only of showing 
them “ the way” of life, but of giving them 
ability “to walk in it.” Thus they were 
built up as lively stones individually, and as 
an ‘‘ holy nation, a peculiar people,” collec- 
tively, fitted to “show forth the praises of 
Him who had called them out of darkness 
into his marvellous light.” So that we need 
not wonder at the words of George Fox, re- 
specting the nature of his commission for the 
ministry, for having himself “come unto the 
saving knowledge of the Son of God,” by the 
means of which he speaks, he could very 
well understand why it was that “He was 
sent to turn people from darkness to the 
light, that they might receive Christ Jesus.” 
“T was,” says he, “to direct people to the 
Spirit that gave forth the Scriptures, by which 
they might be led into all truth, and up to 
Christ and God, as those had been who gave 
them forth. I was to turn them to the grace 
of God and to the truth in the heart which 
came by Jesus. I saw Christ died for all 
men, was a propitiation for all, and enlight- 
ened all men and women with his divine and 
saving light. I saw that ‘the grace of God 
which brings salvation, had appeared to all 
men,’ and that the ‘ manifestation of the Spi- 
rit was given to every man to profit withal.’ 
These things I did not see by the help of 
man, nor by the letter, though they are written 
in the letter ; but I saw them in the light of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and by his immediate 
spirit and power, as did the holy men of God, 


tures; they were very precious to me, for I 
was in that spirit in which they were given 
forth; and what the Lord opened in me, I 
afterwards found was agreeable to them. [ 


honoureble than the Son himself, who is re-| could speak much of these things,” continues 


presented in that record as “ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God,” and the Holy 
Spirit, as being that which “ searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God,”* as that 
which “ only knoweth them,” as that which 
* guides into all truth,” “convincing the 
world of sin, of righteousness, and of judg- 
ment,”§ as an “‘unction from the Holy One, 
whereby we know all things,”|| “as that which 
takes of Christ’s, and shows it unto us,” and 
as that which is alike “able to build us up, 
and give us an inheritance among all them 
that are sanctified.”** Our early Friends saw 
into this short estimate of the Lord’s will 
concerning the spiritual government of his 


* 1 Cor. ii. 10. 
§ John xvi. 8. 
** Acts xx. 32. 


t1 Cor. ii. 11. 
{| 1 John ii. 20. 


t John xvi. 13. 
@ John xvi. 15. 


he with true apostolic fervour, “ but all would 
prove too short to set forth the infinite love, 
wisdom, and power of God, in preparing me 
for the service he had appointed me to; let 
ting me see the depth of Satan on the one 
hand, and opening to me on the other hand 
the divine mysteries of his own everlasting 
kingdom.” 

George Fox was no vain boaster ; he knew 
himself, he knew human nature better than 
to “ glory in any thing but the Lord.” He 
had passed under the baptism of Christ, 
which winnows away the chaff, and purges 
the floor of the heart; and having, through 
much tribulation indeed, entered into the king- 
dom of heaven, he was anointed to preach the 


* Hebrews iv. 12. 
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THE FRIEND. 


RR 
gospel to the people, and to testify unto|cided by the Spirit of Truth within them, 


others “ that which was from the beginning,| demonstrating to their perception clearly 


which he had heard, which he had seen with | “ the what, the when, and the how.” 


Their 


his spiritual eyes, which he had looked upon | daily experience informed them that in the 
with long and prayerful meditation, and which | ordinary transactions of life, civil, social, and 


his hands had handled, so that it had be- 

come experimentally known to him, even the | 
‘ Word of Life.’”? He rejoiced at the sim-| 
plicity of the mission on which he was sent, | 
for, says he, “ When the Lord God and his | 
Son, Jesus Christ, sent me into the world to} 
preach the everlasting gospel, I was glad | 
that I was commanded to turn people to that | 
inward light, spirit, and grace, by which all | 
might know their salvation, and their way to 

God. I was to bring people off from their | 
old ways to Christ, the new and living way ; | 
from their churches which men had gathered, 
to the church in God; and off from the world’s | 


teachers, made by men, to Christ, who is | 


religious, it was not necessary, it was not 
practicable, it was not the custom of them- 
selves, or of other good men, to wait upon 
Scripture language for it to speak to them 
what to do, or what to leave undone; and 
therefore their common sense told them that 
a written word could not be the only relief 
or rule of faith and practice. For such a rule 
they were convinced must be always about 
them; close at hand; instant to direct them 
in their actions; an abiding minister, swift 
to teach, and powerful to enable them to per- 
form their duty; and this they experienced 
to be the character of that “word nigh in 
the heart and in the mouth,”* which the 


‘the Way, the Truth, and the Life ;’ and off| apostle Paul spoke of, an “anointing which 
from all the world’s worships, to know the | was ready to teach them of all things, and 
Spirit of Truth, that in it they might wor-| was truth, and was no lie.” 


ship the Father of Spirits, who seeks such 
to worship him.” 


This rule they followed, and found it to be 


“the inspiration of the Almighty giving them 


Our forefathers were “ led by the Spirit of | understanding.”{ The faithful observance of 
God,and so became sons of God,’””* being found | its checks and commandments, afforded to 


* blameless and harmless, without rebuke in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse genera- 
tion, amongst whom they shone as lights in 
the world,” and when the floods of persecu- | 
tion from the ungodly came upon them, and | 
perils beset them on every hand, they stood | 
unmoved and immovable; neither dismayed | 
by the one, nor extinguished by the other. 
They were anchored on Christ Jesus, and their 
*‘ defence was the Munition of Rocks.” They 
bore contumely with meekness; they sus- 
tained imprisonment with patience; they re- 
ceived the blows of their enemies with 
forgiveness ; they prayed for them and over- 
came evil with good; they rejoiced in tribu- 
lation. In dungeons and in stocks they knew 
how to praise the Lord. Their Teacher, 
their Comforter, could not be removed into a 
corner ; he was in them to instruct, and sup- 
port, and console them, and to “ guide them 
into all truth.” Through him they were 
made to triumph over the malice of their 
persecutors, and became wiser than those 
who would have taught them knowledge. 
Their would-be teachers were vanquished by 
their superior heaven-derived skill, and their 
sound scriptural doctrine. ‘ The disputer 
of this world,” was confounded through their 
abilities, disciplined in the school of Christ. 
They loved the Scriptures and showed their 
love for them by minding their precepts. 
They considered them a rule, but not the 
chief rule of man’s faith and practice, because 
every day of their lives taught them that the 
chief rule must be something nearer home ; 
some¢hing more convenient ; something im- 
mediately at hand, and more ready for instant 
use than the Scriptures. They knew that a 
thousand cases might arise involving a point 
of duty in the determination of which the 
letter of Holy Scripture could not directly 
apply, and which it could not satisfactorily 
adjust, but which was capable of being de- 





* Rom. viii. 14. 








themselves satisfaction, and inward joy, and 
enabled them to live to the glory of God, the 
convincement of the sincere enquirer after 
truth, and to the confusion of their enemies. 
So they “had their conversation in the 
world,” and when death came near them 
they were not dismayed, but had something 


| to stay upon for courage and support, even 


“‘ Christ within, the Hope of Glory,” through 
whose “death on the cross” they had expe- 
rienced remission of past sins, and through 
whose “ righteousness” they expected to land 
at last in their heavenly Father’s kingdom. 


B. 


EPISTLE OF COUNSEL 


From the Yearly Meeting, he'd in London, by adjourn- 
ments, from the 18th of the Sth month, to the 28th of 
the same, inclusive, 1836. 


To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings of Friends 
in Great Britain and Ireland. 
Dear Friends, 

On reviewing the state of our religious So- 
ciety, as it has at this time been brought 
before us by the answers to the queries, we 
have dwelt with peculiar interest on the en- 
quiry as to the due attendance of meetings 
for divine worship. 

We are comforted in the belief that there 
is a very general attachment amongst our 
friends, on the grounds of deep-rooted con- 
viction and individual experience, to those 
views of the spirituality of the Christian re- 
ligion, which from its origin have charac- 
terized our religious Society. These views 
have been remarkably exhibited in the sim- 
ple mode of worship to which we believe that 
our forefathers in the truth were drawn, un- 
der the immediate influence of the Holy 
Spirit ; and the experience of its benefit, 
which has been granted to faithful Friends, 
at all periods of our history, has been strik- 
ingly similar. 
+1 John ii. 27. 


* Rom. x. 8. t Job xxxii. 8. 


Our meetings for the worship of Almighty 
God, are a public testimony to our depend- 
ence upon him as our Benefactor and Pre- 
server, and our belief in the immediate ope- 
rations of the Spirit of Truth. ‘They also 
furnish opportunities for individual spiritual 
improvement, and according to what appears 
to have been the usage of the church of 
Christ in its earliest days, they are also 
occasions for the exercise of those spiritual 


| gifts which the Lord in his great mercy is 





still conferring upon his believing children. 
If we did really act up to our high profession, 
and avail ourselves of the promise conveyed 
in the language of the apostle, “ Draw nigh 
to God, and he will draw nigh to you,” we do 
believe that our dear friends of all the various 
classes which compose our public assemblies, 
would seldom fail to obtain that spiritual in- 
struction, that divine refreshment and heaven- 
ly consolation, which come immediately from 
God. Thus would our meetings for divine 
worship not only be seasons of individual and 
united prayer to God, but the heart would at 
times be made to overflow before him with 
thanksgiving and praise. 

Our early Friends accepted and acted upon 
the promise of the Lord Jesus to his disci- 
ples, that where they were gathered in his 
name, there would he be in the midst of 
them. He not only proved himself to be their 
counsellor and their strength, but it was often 
given them to rejoice in him as their advyo- 
cate with the Father; as ever ready to pre- 
sent their petitions at the throne of grace : 
they knew him under the character of the 
true bread from heaven, and, by living faith 
in the offering which he made of himself, we 
believe that they often did, in the company 
one of another, enjoy that Christian privilege 
which was spoken of by our Lord when he 
said, “* He that eateth me, even he shall live 
by me.” 

We admit, dear Friends, that these are 
high attainments in religious experience ; 
but that which is the joy and the glory of 
the Christian dispensation has undergone no 
change. Christ is as near to his church as 
at any former period; a humble simple de- 
pendence upon him in living faith, continues 
to meet his gracious acceptance ; and he is 
disposed, even in the present day, to admit 
his faithful followers to holy communion with 
himself. Our confidence in the reality of this 
spiritual experience emboldens us to express 
our earnest solicitude, that none of our be- 
loved Friends, who have ever tasted of the 
good word of life, may be drawn away from 
that united exercise of mind which has been 
so signally owned by the divine blessing in 
our religious assemblies : this, we believe, is 
greatly endangered by all departing in prac- 
tice from that simple mode of spiritual wor- 
ship, which has ever distinguished us as a 
Christian church. 

We have every encouragement to believe, 
that those of our dear Friends who persevere 
in this course, will be made living witnesses 
to the end of their pilgrimage in life of the 
spiritual application of that blessed word of 
promise, “ Bread shall be given him; his 
waters shall be sure ;” and we think ourselves 
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bound to bid them to be of a trustful spirit, 
as it relates to the tender objects of their pa- 
rental solicitude. To a religious parent there 
can be no greater joy than to believe that his 
offspring, even in childhood, are made sensi- 
ble of the visitations of divine love, and to be- 
hold them walking in the truth. We none of 
us can say how early in life, or through what 
means, it may please the Lord to bring their 
minds under the sensible influences of his Spi- 
rit ; but this we know, that as these influences 
are not necessarily dependent on external in- 
strumentality, we ought to trust in him to 
whose grace we ourselves are so largely in- 
debted, that he who has cared for us, will also 
do abundantly for our children. 

Dear Friends, both elder and younger, 
whatever may be your experience, if that 
spiritual instruction and refreshment which 
you are seeking be not at all times yours, let 
not this deter you from patiently waiting upon 
God in our meetings for worship. This exer- 
cise of mind is profitable as leading to a state 
of humiliation, and to a sense of the utter 
helplessness of the creature ; and preparing 
us the more fully to cast all our cares upon 
him who ever careth for us.; and who, in his 
own time, will satisfy the hungry soul with 
food convenient for it. 

We think it right to advert at this time to 
a few other subjects. 

The position of our members in connection 
with the laws which have rendered them eli- 
gible for civil offices, from which they have 
long been excluded, has excited our concern. 
We are not about to discourage any one from 
taking his proper share in those services, 
which, as a member of the community he 
may be rightly called to perform, and which 
do not require or involve a compromise of our 
Christian principles. But we desire, that 
when the opportunity of choice is afforded, 
our dear Friends may seriously consider the 
responsibilities which they are required to 
take upon themselves, and the temptations to | 
which they may be exposed. Do not satisfy 
yourselves, dear Friends, that it is merely 
lawful ; but also ascertain whether it is for 
you expedient. Beware lest you be influenced 
by any other motives than those which will 
bear the test of Christian principle, acting 
on an enlightened conscience. Be especially | 
careful not to yield to the temptation of in- | 
dulging the love of distinction, or of seeking 
to promote a party. And let those who enter 
on any public office, be concerned, in the first 
place, to fulfil its duties in the fear of the 
Lord, seeking for his help, and diligently and 
faithfully performing the trust reposed in 
them, as those who have to render an account, 
not to man only, but to God. 

We desire that our dear Friends may, on 
these occasions, support in simplicity and 
fidelity, all those testimonies which distin- 
guish us from others. We are anxious, how- 
ever, that it should ever be borne in mind, 
that these testimonies rest on no other founda- 
tion than the great principles of Christianity. 

Fulfil the law of immutable righteousness ; 
uphold the standard of truth-speaking and in- 
flexible integrity in all things: watch over 
your spirits that you be not leavened into the | 
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spirit of the world ; if so be you have known | supplication with thanksgiving let your re- 
what it is to be raised above it: shun all| quests be made known unto God. And the 
party combinations, and pursue in humility | peace of God, which passeth all understand- 
the course of Christian independence. In| ing, shall keep your hearts and minds through 
thus discharging your duties among men, you | Christ Jesus.” 

would be made rich in the inestimable trea- 
sure of a good conscience, be enabled to grow 


Signed, in and on behalf of the meeting, by 
Samvuge. Tuxke, 
Clerk to the meeting this year. 





in Christian vigour and experience, and be of 
those preachers of righteousness who, bringing 
forth the fruit of the Spirit, do, by their good For “ The Friend.” 
works, glorify our Father who is in heaven. | CARBONIC ACID GAS IN WELLS, 
The desire to be rich and to be surrounded | Having occasion a few days ago to open a 
by the luxuries of this life, has been a great | well which had been closed some months, for 
snare within our borders. ‘The love of the | the purpose of repairing a pump, it was found 
world and the love of God are incompatible. | to contain a large quantity of carbonic acid, 
The practical result of the doctrine of the | commonly called foul air or damp—the choke 
Holy Spirit is to make us dead to the world,|/ damp of miners. As this gas is known to 
but alive to God. The due sense that we are| be almost instantly fatal to animals, when 
but stewards of his manifold mercies, and that | plunged into it, its removal was necessary 
we shall have to render an account of the use| before any person should descend into the 
of all our possessions to him, would greatly | well. Various methods have been proposed 
abate our anxiety for wealth, and make us| for effecting this, but the means used by the 
very watchful that, as it increases upon us, | pump-maker on this occasion was so simple 
we do not use it as the instrument for indul-| and efficacious, as to deserve to be made 
gence in luxury and splendour; but that we| more generally known. it was simply to 
increase in charity, anxious to relieve the | sprinkle quick lime into the well, a little at a 
wants of the destitute, and to promote the| time, till the gas is absorbed ; which, if the 
welfare of the human family. “ Blessed is} |ime is in a proper state, will be in a much 
he that considereth the poor.” We desire | shorter time than a person unacquainted with 
that thus our profession of spiritual doctrines | jt would expect. ‘The lime should be slaked, 
may be illustrated by their appropriate fruits | but so dry as to form a cloud of dust when 
in our daily conduct, ever remembering that| descending through the gas—though that 
the true Christian does not live to himself. | used on the occasion of which I am speaking 
“They that will be rich fall into tempta-| was so damp as to fall in small masses with- 
tion and a snare, and into many foolish and | out forming any dust; it was equally effica- 
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction | cious, but required more of it, and longer 
and perdition. For the love of money is the | time. 
root of all evil: which while some coveted; [ am well aware there is nothing new in 
after, they have erred from the faith, and | principle in the process above described, lime 
pierced themselves through with many sor-| being well known to combine quickly with 
” Our danger from this insidious evil! carbonic acid, and having been frequently 





rows. 
is the greater from the many plausible pre-| recommended for the purpose of removing it 
texts under which it may be cherished. The | from places where it has collected; but the 
present are times peculiarly calling for watch-| method of applying it, as mentioned above, 
fulness in this respect: the various adventures | js much superior to any with which I was 
now abroad offering very specious invitations | before acquainted. ; 

to the public for investment, often lead into | Carbonic acid, it is well known, is pro- 
hazardous undertakings in the hope of a rapid | duced by the decomposition of nearly all or- 
increase of property. Such conduct is not} ganic matter, and particularly of vegetable 
consistent with Christian contentment: it} substances; and being specifically heavier 
arises from and strengthens a selfish spirit ;| than atmospheric air, when formed in a cavi- 
and where it is successful there is ground for|ty, as a well, and at a low temperature, it 
apprehension that the truth of that ancient) remains in such situation for some time, mix- 
saying of Holy Scripture is but too frequently | ing but slowly with the atmosphere. It pro- 
realized—“ An inheritance may be gotten) bably abounds more in wells at the present 
hastily at the beginning ; but the end thereof| season of the year than at any other, as I 
shall not be blessed.” It is to be feared, that} have examined them for it at various times, 
such a course of proceeding is often accom-|and never found it but in two instances, both 
panied by the loss of that nice sense of inte-| of which were in the eighth month; it should, 
grity which ever ought to distinguish the! however, be considered at all times unsafe to 
Christian, and by that absorption and anxiety | descend into one without first having let down 
of mind which are utterly incompatible with a lighted candle,—so far as that burns clearly 
the fulfilling of our Saviour’s command, | the air may be accounted fit for respiration, 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his | and no farther. 

righteousness.” ‘The only availing remedy | 





This gas, when breathed in large quanti- 


is to be found in a full surrender of the heart | ties, appears to produce a positively injurious 


to the government of Christ, who came that | eflect upon the system, and not to act merely 
he might destroy the works of the devil. | negatively, as some of the other gases and 

In conclusion, dear friends, accept the word | water do, by excluding the oxygen of the 
of apostolic exhortation ; “ Let your modera- | atmosphere—persons plunged into it becom- 
tion be known unto all men. Be careful for|ing almost instantly paralyzed or stupified, 
nothing; but in every thing by prayer andjand incapable of making any exertions to 
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extricate themselves; it is therefore much | sible—as it is obvious that a general benefit| meeting. In the first place, it is a selection 
more dangerous to descend into it than into| to the pupils in the schools would result from) of picked speeches and picked passages in 
the same depth of water; and no person|having all the members of the respective|the speeches. The individuals are unfairly 


should ever do so, even in cases of the great- | classes to enter upon their studies under equal |treated, and the meeting also. 


est exigency, without being first so secured | advantages. 


that he could be withdrawn from it without | 
any agency of his own; he should take a 
deep breath just before entering the gas, and 
breathe no more till he is again raised above 
it. 

Fatal accidents, arising from the effects of 
this gas, have happened so frequently as to 
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Philadelphia, 9th mo. 1st, 1836. 


Communicated for ** The Friend.” 


LINES ON THE DEATH OF A. K. 


“ For what is your life? it isa vapour that appear- 


be familiar to most persons ; aud it sometimes | eth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” 


enters wells in so sudden and mysterious a 
manner, as to baffle common prudence. I 
have heard of more than one instance of 
workmen having lost their lives by descend- 
ing into wells which they had quitted but a 
short time before. I was lately informed of 
a case, though not of very recent occurrence, 
in which three men perished under such cir- 
cumstances. They were engaged in walling 
a well, and when they returned to their work, 
after merely being absent to their dinner, the 
person employed on the wall, upon descend- 
ing, was observed to fall to the bottom ; sup- 
posing it to be an accidental circumstance, 
one of his companions immediateiy went 
down to his assistance, and also fell; and it 
was not till the third one was involved in the 
same fate, that the real cause was suspected. 
It is probable the water in such cases con-| 
tains a slight excess of carbonic acid, which, 
escaping from it slowly, rises in the well. 

“his substance, though so deleterious to ani- 
mals which inhale it, and occasionally so in- 
convenient to us, performs a very important 
and interesting part in the economy of nature, 
and is well deserving of the study of those 
who delight to trace the wisdom of the| 
Creator as displayed in his visible works. | 

Rusticvs. 





8th month 30th, 1836. 


FRIENDS’ SELECT SCHOOLS. 


It is cause of peculiar satisfaction to those 
interested in the guarded and liberal edu- 
cation of our youth, conformably with the 
recommendation of the yearly meeting, to 
observe the manner in which the two interest- 
ing schools under care of the monthly meet- 
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The veil is dropped. Her spirit now, 
Intense with life hath soar’d above ; 

And dwelleth where the seraphs bow, 
And sing their holy hymns of love. 

The seed hath sprung into a tree, 

The flower hath burst, the soul is free. 


Oh, death is full of life! nought dies 
But that which should. Earth takes its own 
That the ethereal form may rise, 
And dwell by the eternal throne. 
Death is the full outshining light, 
Of that bright morn which knows no night. 


He can but take his own. The earth 
Can only ask what she did give : 

Then let the heaven-born mind have birth, 
That it eternally may live. 

Oh, let it cast its outer frame, 

And rise to Him from whom it came. 


Gaze on that form. Nay—lift thine eye 
And gaze above; she is not here ;— 
She hath arisen to worlds on high, 
And dwelleth in a purer sphere. 
This frame of dust she hath laid down, 
To gain a pure celestial crown. 


The veil has dropped. Her inward eye 
Has seen the mysteries of God, 

And onward through the star-paved sky, 
*Mid Heaven's light glory she hath trod. 

Angels are guiding her along, 

While her sweet voice unites in song. 
7th mo. 30th, 1836. 
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NINTH MONTH, 3, 1836. 


Our last- number contained the general | 
epistle of the late Yearly Meeting of Friends | 
held in London; and having since received a | 
copy of an epistle of counsel from the 
body, specially addressed to the quarterly | 
ing’s committee are filling up since the vaca- | and monthly meetings within its own juris- 


L. M. H. 


as | 


same | F 


Any outré 
expressions of our less discreet friends are 
given at length—those speeches in which 
the Society was most clearly and fully sup- 
ported are garbled or omitted, and sometimes 
left in a way which would quite mislead the 
reader. The omissions are such as some- 
times to convey inuendoes wholly unwar- 
ranted by what was said; and on the other 
hand, the speeches of those who attacked 
the Society are given with the utmost care 
and minuteness. I think it was pretty clear 
\that the opposing party was in very little 
compass, and I trust and think that it was not 
| strengthened by the proceedings of the meet- 
| ing.” 


| — 
COMMU NICATION. 


James Pedder, the agent of the “ Beet Su- 
|gar Society” of Pennsylvania, has recently 
/returned from France. His report has been 
published in a pamphlet form, and is for sale 
at the office of “The Friend,” where a sub- 
|scription paper is left for such Friends as 
;may be disposed to forward the interesting 
object which the society has in view. No 
{obligation is incurred for more than the 
‘amount subscribed. ‘The preface to the re- 
| port will explain the origin and intentions of 
| the society. 





HAVERFORD SCHOOL. 


| The semi-annual examination of the stu- 
dents at this institution will commence on 
| Fifth day, the 8th inst., at 3 o’clock, P. M., 
|and terminate on Third day, the 13th inst. 

| The attendance of the parents and friends 
|of the students, and of all others who take 
jan interest in the institution, is respectfully 
| invited. 

| Copies of the order of examination may 
| be had at this office. ; 


9th month, 1836. 


The committee to superintend the Board- 
;ing School at Westtown will meet there on 
ourth day, the 7th of next month, at nine 
| o'clock in the morning.* 


Tuomas Kimeer, Clerk. 


' 


tion. There are already entered in the boys’| diction, the matter of which, for the most 


school on Orange street, under the superin- 
tendence of Cuaries ATHERTON as principal, 
about forty schelars ; and in the female school 
on St. James street, under the charge of 
Hannan ALLEN as “ governess” or “ princi- 


pal,” upwards of fifty girls. But, as the pre- | who was present and had the best opportuni- 


sent method of teaching adopted in those 
seminaries is principally by classes, it is 
presumable that some parents and guardians 


may not be aware of the particular advantage tain one-sided and unfair statements which 
which must result to their children, a 


having them entered at an early period of 
the term; and, as the classes in the several 


departments of study have been formed, [| 
believe, in both schools within the present} 
week, it would be very desirable that such | 


Friends as intend sending their children should 
have them entered with as little delay as pos- 


part, is equally pertinent to the state of things} P#ilad. 8th mo. 27th, 1836. 
here, we have given it a place on our pages. | 
|‘ ~_r eile uf : : 3 , 
We have also been supplied with an extract | this ~ —— . the printer, in — insertion of 
2 = “ s notice lust week, eve ; 
of a letter from a Friend of the first respect- | r ee ee ee ee 
ability, a member of that yearly meeting,)| ““""~~"-~ 
Diep, in this city, at the residence of her uncle, E. 
B. Garrigues, on the morning of the 20th ult., Lerrria 
A. Reeve, daughter of Josiah M. Reeve, of Salem 
county, New Jersey, aged nearly ten years, 
This interesting child was attacked, about a year 
since, with disease of the spine; was brought to this 
have appeared bs print, and to some extent city, where she could have the best medical attendance, 


j aad af _ a ie. : 

have obtained currency both in England and i foe ee ana ae aol of'Ge dese 
in this country :— }one position, she was released from her sufferings, 

“If thou shouldst see the report of pro- | which she bore with exemplary patience and resigna- 
ceedings in the [un] Christian Advocate, I |" 
should like thee to know that it is a most un- | —==sao=ex 
faithful (I think I may fairly say dishonest) 
representation of the deliberations of the 
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ties of judging, which we annex as supple- 
mentary to the account already furnished by 
us, as also fur its tendency to counteract cer- 
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